
DARE TO  DREAM  

BY CAVIN  S WANN   

Central Press  

 Junior High dreams 

really can come true. I inter-

viewed a former CJHS student, 

Mrs. Kelly Lawrence, who want-

ed to become a zookeeper since 

she was around 12-years -old. 

 When she was young, she 

watched Joan Embery, who was 

a  Goodwill Ambassador to the 

San Diego Zoo, on talk shows 

and other TV shows and decided 

thatõs what she wanted to do 

someday. 

  She told me that she 

has always loved animals. When 

she was growing up she had 

dogs, hamsters, guinea pigs and 

chickens. For a while she 

thought about going to veteri-

narian school but she changed 

her mind, because she really 

wanted to work with exotic ani-

mals. 

 Even though being a 

zookeeper was her dream job, 

she didnõt begin her career until 

a little over 10 years ago. Mrs. 

Lawrence said, ò I married  and 

became a mom, raised my son 

and traveled with my military 

husband for 25 years.ó When 

her family moved to Decatur, 

Il., she found a zoo in town. She 

ended up getting a job there 

and has worked at the Scoville 

Zoo for over 10 years. This zoo 

is smaller and has over 400 ani-

mals. òWorking at a small zoo is 

something I like because I get 

to experience a little bit of 

everything,ó she said. Mrs. Law-

rence is a part -time swing keep-

er so she is trained in most are-

as. Her job changes almost eve-

ry day and she likes that. She 

also likes working outside.  

 Mrs. Lawrence said 

that her favorite part of being a 

zookeeper is working with the 

animals.  òI love doing enrich-

ment and training with the ani-

mals.ó The part of her job that 

is her least favorite is cleaning 

up all the poop. òWe clean huge 

amounts of poop on a daily basis. 

We do learn a lot about an ani-

mal from their feces,ó she said. 

They can tell if an animal is 

healthy, sick, or if theyõre eat-

ing something theyõre not sup-

posed to, so it is useful.  

 There are dangers on 

the job and Mrs. Lawrence said 

she has been bitten several 

times, but never has been in-

jured badly.  She has been bit-

ten by a skunk, chinchilla, guinea 

pigs, tenrec, baby red panda, 

wallaby, goats, fire skink and 

some other animals too. òWe try 

not to get bitten, but it just 

comes with the job,ó she said. 

 She thinks her job is hugely 

rewarding, but she is surprised 

how physically demanding it can 

be. 

 I asked her which 

animal at the zoo was her favor-

ite and she said it was hard to 

pick just one because there are 

so many that she loves and they 

all have different personalities. 

òI am partial to a young flamingo 

that I helped hand raise from a 

hatchling. Her name is Little 

Bird and she loves to give me a 

snuggle from time to time.ó 

 When I asked her 

what advice she would give a 

teenager who is thinking about 

becoming a zookeeper, she said, 

òDo well in school; most 

zookeepers have a Bachelorõs 

degree in Zoology, Biology, Ani-

mal Husbandry, Marine Biology 

or Environmental Science. Math 

comes in handy more than you 

would think.ó 

 Mrs. Lawrence said 

she didnõt become a zookeeper 

for the money, since itõs not a 

high-paying job, but she thinks 

the rewards are worth it. òThis 

is the best job I have ever had. 

I donõt ever want to do anything 

else. Itõs the best job in the 

world.ó 

 A junior high dream 

did come true for Mrs. Law-

rence, 

so keep 

dream-

ing! 

Yours 

may 

come 

true 

too!  
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L EADERS VS  BOSSES   

BY GAGE ENGLER 
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 The word leader a 

very difficult word to 

define. No one person will 

ever find a good written  

 definition for it, but yet 

we still try. Even though I 

know this, I am still try-

ing to find the right defi-

nition to leave with the 

last article.  I decided to 

find the out what people 

thought about the differ-

ences between leaders 

and bosses in order to 

get a better understand-

ing on what a leader real-

ly.  

            So let's get 

started with what Mrs. 

Kerley answer was. She 

said a boss is in charge, 

but does not contribute 

to the team.  She added 

that a leader works along-

side his/her friends and 

followers to help inspire 

the people around them. 

Now I like Mrs. Kerleyõs 

definition about why a 

boss is unlike a leader, 

but it could still use a lit-

tle more clarification.  

            Lets move on to 

Mr. Weaver for his opin-

ion. He said a boss is 

bossy and a leader has 

followers. I agree, but I 

need more Mr. Weaver!  

 Mr. Hefner said a 

leader has followers and 

the skill and the will to 

lead someone or some-

thing in the right direc-

tion, and a boss can be 

anyone, because they 

donõt really do anything. 

 Mrs. Linda War-

ren and Mrs. Pam Pryor 

had really long answers, 

but they answered to-

gether.  They both said 

they believe a leader has 

to step up and take the 

role, whereas a leader has 

it handed to them on a 

silver platter. Mrs. War-

ren and Mrs. Pryor also 

said a leader does it, be-

cause it has to be done, 

whereas a boss does it 

for the money and con-

trol.  

          Mrs. Price said 

that a boss is a dictator 

and a leader work along-

side people to be a better 

example. Mrs. Knox said a 

boss tells you what to do 

and a leader rolls their 

sleeves up and works be-

side their followers. I like 

her wording and the way 

she talks about the rolls 

of a leader.  

 

          Ms. McPhail and 

Mrs. Gutierrez, otherwise 

known as Mrs. G, said 

they said they think a 

leader takes everyone 

into consideration and a 

boss does whatever they 

want.    

         It is now time for 

my opinion! Yes, I know I 

am putting my opinion in 

the paperé.Here we go! I 

believe a leader shouldnõt 

just tell you what to do or 

just start helping.  A 

leader leads by example. 

Just because a leader is 

supposed to be able to 

lead in surety, a leader 

still makes mistake and 

that is when other lead-

ers are found and are 

tested.   Bosses can be 

very hypocritical some-

times, but we can need 

someone to tells us what 

to do. Most of the time 

though they are just dic-

tators. Like what Mrs. 

Warren and Mrs. Pryor 

said, a leader has to step 

up and take the job.  A 

boss just has it given to 

them.   



 According to the English Oxford Dictionary online, a hobby is an activity done regularly in one's 

leisure time for pleasure.  I asked some of the teachers at CJHS what their hobbies were.  Here are 

there answers:  

 

Mrs. Deason:  I like to read.  

Mrs. Kerley: I like to read.  

Mrs. Stowers: I like to watch movies.  

Ms. Swann: I like to spend time with family and go shopping.  

Ms. Sierra: I like playing music & playing video games.  

Mr. Cass: I don't have any spare time.  

Mr. Weaver: I like making jokes about students & watching baseball.  

Mr. Beery: I like watching movies with family.  

 
 Maybe we have more in common with teachers than we previously thought! I know I enjoy doing 

some of these hobbies myself.  

H OBBIES   

BY A USTIN  BERRY 
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D RAWING  D OODLES  D IGITALY   
BY A SHTIN  S WANN  

 If you stalk me on 

SnapChat then you know 

what I got from my 

Grandma for an early 

birthday present. A 

Wacom drawing tablet! 

These things are top of 

the line when it comes to 

digital artwork. Mine is a 

Wacom Intuos Pro, which 

is bigger than the original 

and has more options. I 

love my drawing tablet, 

but I donõt get to use it 

much, because of BETA.  

 The tablet plugs 

into your computer and 

you then just download 

the software. You can 

finally get to drawing! 

Well sorta, the pen works 

like a mouse now, and you 

can use it just like one 

too. After that you just 

need a drawing program. I 

currently use and recom-

mend Fire-

Alpaca.  

 To 

learn more 

about my drawing tablet 

visit Wacomõs site 

at:   https://

www.wacom.com/en/

products/pen -tablets/

wacom-intuos -pro.  

https://www.wacom.com/en/products/pen-tablets/wacom-intuos-pro
https://www.wacom.com/en/products/pen-tablets/wacom-intuos-pro
https://www.wacom.com/en/products/pen-tablets/wacom-intuos-pro
https://www.wacom.com/en/products/pen-tablets/wacom-intuos-pro


U KE CAN  DO  IT   
BY  A LY SSA  GREATHOUSE  
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Do you like music? Do you like playing musical instruments? 

One of my most favorite instruments to play is the ukulele. I had 

gotten my ukulele January 19, 2018, and have had it for well over a 

month. I am very much obsessed with it. I am fascinated with the 

story behind it and I would like to share it with you.  

 

Where did the ukulele come from?  

According to Wikipedia, the ukulele originated in the 19th 

century as a Hawaiian adaptation of the Portuguese braguinha and cavaquinho, small guitar -like instru-

ments, which were introduced to Hawaii  by Portuguese immigrants, mainly from Madeira and the Azores, 

which are autonomous regions of Portugal. Fun fact, ÌUkuleleÌ means òjumping fleaó in Hawaiian, but no-

body calls it that, of course. People usually go by its popular name, the òukeó. 

 

What kinds of ukuleles are there?  

 According to ukuguides.com, there are 4 main kinds of ukuleles. The soprano, (the one I have),  

concert , tenor  and baritone . The soprano uke is 20 inches long and is the most common one. Itõs also the 

size that most people associate the ukulele with, it also makes that real typical classic ukulele sound. The 

concert  uke is 23 inches long and is similar to the soprano but is a little louder. The body is bigger and 

the neck is longer. The  tenor  uke is 26 inches long and strays a little farther from the soprano and con-

cert sounding deeper in tone. Most famous people use this kind of uke. For example, James Hill, a Canadi-

an musician, has focused on the ukulele. The baritone uke is a whopping 30 inches long and is the least 

popular of all of the main 4 styles of ukes. It is the deepest sounding one of all sounding mostly like a 

regular guitar. There are more kinds of ukes such as the sopranissimo, which is the smallest kind of uku-

lele being 16 inches long, the bass, the kala, the banjo, which is also pretty popular, and etc.  

 

What is the difference between a guitar and a ukulele?  

 One major difference is the size, of course. While a classic gui-

tar is around 40 inches and the biggest ukulele is 30 inches. Another 

difference is the amount of strings. The ukulele has only 4 strings while 

a regular guitar has around 5 or 6.  

 

 I hope I have inspired you to get a ukulele. They are such sim-

ple, little instruments. They are also very easy to learn! Even Dwayne 

òThe Rockó Johnson, a pretty buff guy, plays a tiny ukulele! 
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T HE  A SSEMBLING  OF  THE  A VENGER S BY FAYE  FUR LONG  

 How did all the 

Avengers become Avengers? 

 Hulk, Captain America, 

Ironman, Black Widow, Haw-

keye, and Thor make up this 

wonderful team.  

       Thor is a prince of As-

gard.  His hammer uses 

lightning to strike people 

and to help him fly.  The 

hammer was made from a 

Dwarven blacksmiths who 

used Asgardian metalwhich 

called uru.  

       Hulk is the big green 

guy who is always angry.  He 

got his powers from a blast 

of gamma radiation.  Nothing 

can kill him when he is the 

Hulk, but when he is human 

he can die. 

        Ironman is a genius who 

is really Tony Stark in a suit 

of iron armor.  He made his 

suit out of titanium alloy and 

it light enough not to weigh 

him down while he is flying 

around. 

        Captain America is a 

soldier that was in war, but 

was frozen in ice. He got out 

and he never ages. His shield 

was made out of vibranium 

and it protects him.  

        Black Widow is the only 

girl on the team.  She is re-

ally good at fighting and she 

is like a ninja in the dark.  

Black Widow is really sneaky.  

         Hawkeye is one of the 

many guys on the team. He 

had a bow and arrow and can 

shoot really far that is how 

he got his name.  

         These 8 

characters make 

up the Avengers.   

 

                      

 NOW AVENGERS ASSEMBLE!!!!!! 

ELEPHANTS  BY J ASIMINE  RINGS    

 Elephants are one of the largest and oldest animals alive. They have been around for a long time. Ac-

cording to Earlife.net, the fossil records show that more than 300 species of elephants have walked the 

planet earth in over a period of 55 million years.  

 The first true known member of the elephant family was the Moeritherium elephant. According to 

Wikipedia, these prehistoric mammals are related to elephants and more distantly the sea cow. They come in 

a range of sizes and shapes.  

 All elephants have very distinctive features. The most noticeable one is its detailed long trunk. They 

use this trunk for many different things like moving objects and digging. Another great asset of the ele-

phant is that they are a very  intelligent animal with good long -term memory.  

 It is an unfortunate fact of life that in most cases keeping 

domestic elephants disrupts their social lives and they won't breed 

well in captivity. Most of the time captive elephants are collected as 

young elephants from the wild. As you can tell elephants are most like-

ly better off in the wild were they can breed and be free.  



Romanõs Monthly Game Review: 

Rainbow Six Siege  

Team Spetsnaz  
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 Rainbow Six Siege is a first person shooter 

game that is online and offline as well. It is a coun-

ter -terrorist game with life or death situations 

 like hostage rescue, securing biohazard container, 

and bomb defusing.  

 The Spetsnaz Russian Team is one optimized 

counterterrorist team.  This team includes Fuze, 

Glaz, Tachanka, and Kapkan. Fuze means a bomb, shell, or mine. Fuzeõs real name is 

Shuhrat Kessikbayev. Glaz means eye in Russia. Glazõs real name is Timur Glazkov. Next 

is Kapkan which means trap in Russia.  Kapkanõs real name is Maxim Basuda. The last Rus-

sian operator, which is my favorite, is Tachanka. He has a shield on his LMG is called 

Lord.  

 Memes have been made about this team.  Mostly 

about Fuze and Tachanka. Fuzeõs meme is òDonõt fuze the 

hostageó. When you have to escort the hostage to safety 

and someone òfuzesó the room (puts a cluster charge that 

shoots grenades through the wall) the hostage is most 

likely to die. The shield on 

Tachankaõs gun made people start to call him Lord and peo-

ple òworshipó him. Another meme is òGlazó window shopping, 

this is when you snipe someone from a window.  

All in all, the Rainbow Six Siege team Spetsnaz is 

great for you first set of operators.  



 Emoji are extremely popular right now. These smileys are used in electronic messages and web pages.  

According to Wikipedia.com, the term emoji originally was meant to mean pictograph.  The word Emoji comes 

from Japanese e (picture") + moji "character".   Oxford Disctionary.com defines an emoji has òa small digital 

image or icon used to express an idea, emotion, etc.in electronic communication.ó 

 

CATEGORIES  OF  EMOJIS :  

¶  Smileys & People: What emotions you are having.  

¶  Animals & Nature: What you want to see or are seeing.  

¶  Food & Drink: What you are eating or want to eat.  

¶  Activity: What you are doing or want to do.  

¶  Travel & Places: Where are you going or where you want to go.  

EM JI   

BY A USTIN  BERRY 
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T HE  H ISTROY  OF  M CDONALDS   

BY  M ARY VAN Z ANDT  

 The first McDon-

ald's restaurant was 

started in 1940 by broth-

ers Maurice òMacó and 

Richard McDonald in San 

Bernardino, California. 

There are over 68 million 

McDonald's locations all 

around the world. Itõs so 

popular that it sells al-

most seventy -five ham-

burgers every second, and 

is the world's largest toy 

distributor.  

 The entire menu 

is affordable and deli-

cious.  Each Happy Meal 

comes with a free toy, 

winning over younger con-

sumers. The Happy Meal 

represents McDonaldõs 

and has helped expand 

this restaurant. Other 

meals contain Big Macs, 

Chicken Nuggets, and 

Burgers, which can be 

appealing to customers.  

 Although they are 

now famous for their 

burgers, they used to be 

known for their hot dogs.  

Hot dogs are no longer on 

the menu, but there is 

still a lot to choose from.  



FLU  S EASON  

BY  M ARY VAN Z ANDT  
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The flu, also 

known as influenza, is a 

very common illness that 

strikes the world every 

year infecting millions of 

people throughout differ-

ent countries and  was 

first discovered in 1918. 

The flu can be a deadly 

virus if not treated and is 

an extremely contagious 

respiratory illness caused 

by the Influenza virus.  

Influenza appears 

most frequently in the 

winter and early spring. 

Cases of the flu date 

back as early as the 12th 

century. Nearly 675,000 

people have died in the 

United States because of 

this epidemic. This virus 

killed more than any oth-

er  disease in American 

 history with a death toll 

ranging from 50 to 100 

million people. 

There are many 

ways you can prevent 

yourself from getting 

sick. It can be just simply 

washing your hands, 

avoiding close contact, 

and covering your mouth 

when you cough or sneeze. 

Although vaccines remain 

the best protection 

against Influenza for vir-

tually everyone,  you can 

still get the flu.  

 Ellen  Lee Degeneres just turned 60 yrs old.  Her birthday is January 26, 1958.  Ellen is a American comedian, 

television host, actress, writer, producer, and a LGBT activist. LGBT stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 

Transgender.  A LGBT activist is someone who stands up for gay rights.  Her closest friend that works with her is 

Twitch someone who works with the sound and tech.  Ellen is marry to her wife, Portia de Rossie.  

 She was a big stand up comedian before her talk show Ellen which came out in 2001.  She has 1 Emmy alto-

gether for different talents.  She was nominee 12 times and has 20 awards for Peopleõs Choice Awards! In the year 

2016, President Barack Obama presented Ellen Degeneres and three other people the highest honor for a civilian, The 

Presidential Medal of Freedom for her bravery and helping to push our country to the direction of justice.  To the 

president, it was really emotional and he choked up as he presented it.  Ellen gives money to 50 different fundraisers.  

On her 60 birthday, she gave away $1,000,000 with Cheerio's ind. to everyone in the audience. They got the idea from 

their slogan òA Million Acts of Good.ó   

 Ellen also has another show, a game show to be precise, called Ellenõs Game Of Games. She interviews celebri-

ties everyday and talented people or has something funny to do to make everyone 

laugh. The Ellen Show comes on Mondays-Fridays at 4pm, and Ellenõs Game of Games 

comes on Tuesdays at 7pm.  They play to win for $100,000 dollars. To get her tickets, 

you have to go to the showõs ticket calendar. The good news is that itõs free, but the 

bad news is itõs sold out weeks in advance.  

 Ellen just turned 60 years old this year and, according to her, she will stay 60 

years old. This woman is truly blessed with the power of being generous. And I'm one 

of millions who love her.  

W HATõS  SO  GENEROUS ABOUT  ELLEN  DEGENERES   

BY:  KENNADIE  M ITCHELL   
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W HAT  CREATURE S CARES YOU  T HE  M OST ?   

 BY  CAV IN  S WANN  

 Big, wild animals scare people, but I wanted to know which crea-

tures scare junior high students the most. So I surveyed 50 CJHS stu-

dents who were in 7 th  and 8th  grade. I asked them to tell me which 

creature they thought was the scariest and why.  

    There were a lot of different answers, but the number 1 creature that scares these junior high stu-

dents the most was the SNAKE. 17 out of 50 students surveyed picked this slimy creature. Some rea-

sons why the snake is so scary to them included:  

òéBecause they can kill people and animals.ó 

òéBecause of the noise they make and they look weird.ó 

òéBecause you never know what theyõre gonna do.ó 

  FACT:  Even though there are thousands of venomous snake bites every year in the U.S., the 

Center for Disease Control said those bites caused 5 deaths in 2016 and those were mainly due to 

lack of medical attention.  

     The next 2 creatures scared the same number of students the 

most. Spiders scared 7 students more than any other creature. Three 

reasons why are:  

 òéBecause they have lots of eyes and lots of legs. The way they move 

creeps me out.ó 

 òéI donõt like running into a web and losing sight of them.ó 

  òéBecause they are poisonous and small.ó 

  FACT: òOf the 43,000 different species of spiders in the world, less than 30 have caused death 

in       humans, which is less than one -tenth of one percent.ó - Encyclopedia Brittanica  

    Sharks also had seven students name them as the creature that scares them most.  Some students 

were afraid of them because:  

  òéThey are mean, vicious, big and scary.ó 

  òéThey can tear people apart.ó 

  òéI am very scared of being eaten by one.ó 

  FACT:  According to the University of Florida Shark Attack File , of the 

billions of people in the whole world who enjoy watersports/play in the 

ocean every year, the average number of attacks worldwide is less than 

90, with 5 reported deaths.  ðScience Daily  

    Some other creatures mentioned by two or more students were the octopus, bear, jellyfish, and cock-

roaches. This shows us that creatures big and small make us afraid.  

    When I read the facts on the scariest creatures, I found out that they are dangerous but not as 

deadly as most people think. We should be careful around them and respect them, but learning the truth 

about them may make them less scary.  



CENTRAL  CHEFS  BY  N ASHEY A  M ATTHEWS  
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 Today we are talking to Mrs. Mary Jackanicz and Mrs. Joan Browning 

these are personal questions just to get to know her a little better.  

 First, we are going to talk about Mrs. Jackanicz.  She has a dog named 

Meatball and three kids.  Although she is a cook, her dream job was to have 10 

kids and be a stay at home mom like her mother. When she is off of work she 

likes to fish in the Ohio River, because that is where she fished when she was a 

little girl with her dad. Mrs. Jackanicz was born and raised in West Frankfort. 

She has been working here for six years and her favorite part about being a 

cook is the kids.   Mrs. Jackanicz said her favorite T.V. show is Downtown Ab-

bey and she LOVES tacos at school and at home.  

 Now on to  Mrs. Joan Browning.  She has a dog and two children. Mrs. Browning is a cook and has 

been for 20 years, but her dream job was to be a farmer. She says that she is a farmer, so she is really 

happy:) When she is not working she likes bored games, fishing, and sports. Mrs. Browning grew up in Crab 

Orchard. She says that the best thing about her job is ò being able to feed the students the best I can and 

make something tasty out of what we have to work with.ó Mrs. Browning said that her favorite show is Gone 

Fishing and she LOVES really good pizza at Waltz.   

 These lovely ladies always work their hardest to cook for us.  Make sure you always greet them with 

a smile.  

 At CJHS we have Fitness Day  every Wednesday. When its nice outside, run the mile. We stay inside 

when the weather is bad out. Some enjoy Fitness Day, but many do not. I got Mr. Overturfõs take on why he 

requires Fitness Day.  

 Mr. Overturf said we do Fitness Day to keep us healthy and to be fit.  It is not required, but there 

is a state test that must be done and Fitness Day helps us to train for that test. The state fitness test last 

about a week long depending on attendance. Jaylin Pierce does not like fitness day, but when she has to do it 

she prefers to stay inside and work out. Avalynn Spetter likes Fitness Day. When the time comes she likes 

to run outside. Both of them think that we have Fitness Day to stay fit. Jaylin is in A.P.E and Avalynn is in 

regular P.E. A.P.E is an elective that sport players usually take. Itõs a lot harder than regular P.E. They both 

like volleyball and they both think that sharing P.E. classes with 

boys and girls is a good idea, because we are all equal. Mr. Over-

turf also thinks that sharing P.E. classes is a good thing, because 

girls can do just as much as boys can do.  

 Mr. Overturf makes us run and workout to keep our bod-

ies in shape. We may not like you all the time, but thank you Mr. O 

for pushing us to stay healthy.  

F ITNESS  DAY  AT  CJHS B Y T RISTA  S NYDER 


